Pray
Benjamin Franklin once said "In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except…death and taxes…” 
He is wrong or at least missing another certain truth. Death, Taxes, and the second a server brings your food to your table one of your children will say, “I have to go to the bathroom.” Or when you are on a road trip with your family a small voice from the third row of the minivan will say for the second time, “I have to go to the bathroom.” Or when you’re in a hurry, running late, that is the moment your child will either walk the slowest they have ever walked in their life or trip and fall completely. Or when you’re trying to cook a quick dinner before running to dance, or practice, or scouts, your child will interrupt either with an offer of “I help you?” or “I need help in the bathroom.” Death, taxes, and a child’s ability to interrupt.
I know a child’s ability to interrupt is not just unique to my household but to be a larger truth because it is biblical. Look no further than today’s Gospel reading. Jesus is traveling now back towards the direction of Jerusalem. All along the way he is interacting with crowds, teaching and healing. When kids cause an interruption… or do they? 
People are bringing kids forward for Jesus to lay his hand on them. This might be for a blessing, this might be for healing, but it is the disciples who interrupt as they seek to block, prevent, stop the children from meeting Jesus. Maybe they are worried about the runny noses. Perhaps, they don’t trust the kids to act reverently. Most likely the disciples are stuck in the mindset of their day, the children just had no value. In an era where some estimate 50% of kids would die before the age of five, children cost resources and contributed nothing. They had no legal standing, and if something happened to their father, or families source of income, they were the most vulnerable, first to go hungry and the first to suffer. So the disciples might have seen kids coming to Jesus as an interruption or even as a waste of his time.



In the year 2026 we might be quick to scoff and roll our eyes at the disciples. However, we would do well to first do some soul searching. How are we inhibiting, interrupting, and stopping kids from being blessed by Jesus? How are we keeping the vulnerable on the margins? 
We continue to daily, sacrifice kids on the altar of the second amendment. We are quick to cut SNAP benefits, and indifferent to underfunding schools. We cry out but don’t act when we once again see images of migrant Children in detention centers. We have churches that still don’t take the safety of children seriously, that demonize LGBTQ youth, and even in progressive communities when budgets get tight its often youth, family, and nursery room positions cut first. We feel satisfied that kids get a children’s message portion of the service instead of dreaming what it is to build a worship and community that consistently centers the most vulnerable. Perhaps most damning when war breaks out, we grumble more about the price of Gas then the kids displaced or the kids bombed while at school. 
Criticizing the disciples would be easy. Thinking of this Gospel reading as cute little lesson would be easy. Both would miss the radical marching orders that Jesus gives to them then and to us now. “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is too such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” Such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs. Jesus means kids and all the vulnerable be they migrant, widow, elderly, poor, or disabled.
What does it mean for the kingdom of heaven to belong to the least, the last, and the lost? What does it look like to us in 2026 to not block or stop but actively center children?
Perhaps the Kingdom of Heaven looks like the rest stop on the Pennsylvania Turnpike. After one of our frequent interruptions, we pulled off to use the restrooms. Already thankful to see there was a family bathroom, we were overjoyed when upon opening the door there were not one but two toilets inside, a regular sized and a small child sized. There was intentionality in the design that did not treat kids as an afterthought or inconvenience but centered their needs.

At church this doesn’t have to mean a redesign off all the restrooms but it does look like inviting kids to participate in all aspects of worship, embracing cries that are not interruptions but declarations of the presence of one to whom belongs the kingdom of God. Welcoming children means crafting budgets that center the needs of all the vulnerable. For us as individuals centering the vulnerable can mean advocating, voting, and speaking out for those whom have no power. Not because we seek personal gain but because Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is theirs. For the good news is that God’s grace flows down, so let us not impede but having already been set free let us aid in generating a surge, rush, wave of love, grace and mercy towards those who need it most.
For God’s truth is not taxes, or death, or a child’s interruptions. God’s truth is Jesus Christ who did not stay far away but was close enough to touch, and whose loving presence we still come in contact with in the waters of Baptism, the Bread and Wine of communion, and in this community, the living Body of Christ. Loving Presence for Brenden and us all, this and every day. We need God’s Loving Presence daily to interrupt our self-centeredness, to heal our brokenness, and to be reminded of the promises of new life. Let us celebrate kids that interrupt for they are God given reminders that Grace interrupts, saves, and flows down to us all. Amen.
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