April 26th 2026
1 Peter 2: 1-10; 25
Pray
Have you ever thought about becoming a Priest or a Pastor? Yes? No? What if I told you, you already are one? Yes, you. At least according to this letter attributed to Peter. 
First Peter is written around a generation after Jesus’ death, to the rapidly growing churches in Asia Minor or modern-day Turkey. The Jesus movement is spreading and the brand-new baby churches are struggling. Challenges include figuring out how to live in community, wrestling with the purpose of being church, and suffering persecution on account of their faith. Greek and Roman Neighbors are harassing Christians for living differently. In response to these struggles, the author gives a hope filled message encouraging believers then and today to be “like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a royal priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God though Jesus Christ.” Did you hear, called to be a royal priesthood? Then after quoting some Hebrew Scriptures to show, he is not making this idea up out of thin air but building upon tradition. The author says, “you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, God’s own people.” Yes, you are a part of a royal priesthood.
Now does this mean you should start presiding over weddings? Offering Pastoral counseling? Wearing a collar? Or volunteering to be a guest preacher? Maybe not. Training is helpful otherwise you might end up quoting a movie when you think your quoting scripture. Although if you feel a tug on your heart about pastoral ministry let’s talk. Now all that aside the Lutheran understanding of the Priesthood of all believers means you don’t need a go between to have access to God. You don’t need a mediator, Priest or Pastor to talk to, pray, or be in the presence of the divine. This is why Lutherans typically practice corporate or communal confession as opposed to individual. Our faith is not one of hierarchy or one of rankings. God, Pastor, People. Through Christ all have connection and relationship with God.
What then is the role, the purpose, the mission for us as the priesthood of all believers? The author has named it saying, “You are a royal priesthood in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” We are commissioned in the waters of Baptism to proclaim, share, speak about the revolutionary, the radical love of Jesus who calls us into his marvelous light. 
You are acting as a priest when lending a listening ear to friend going through a hardship. When as a parent you try to raise decent and kind human being. When you give of your time, talent, and treasure to those in need. When you practice hospitality, extend grace, mercy, and love. When we work for Justice and care for creation. Whenever we see, name, and remove the barriers neighbors face to living abundant or full life. When we acknowledge and stand with the suffering. When we talk about our faith and proclaim we have been loved and set free by the one whom death could not contain. No Seminary education needed no ordination required. You are a priest. 
Does that make you uncomfortable? Would you feel better being called a stone? Peter was named rock and this letter names us all living stones. Stones with a purpose.
Have you ever gone on a walk with a toddler? They never go in a straight line. They will ask for a piggyback before the end of it and they grab everything. I can’t tell you the number of times I take my kids for a walk and we return with handfuls of leaves, sticks, pinecones, and stones. Until one day, one of us, for sure my wife, started to tell the kids “Oh, we need to leave that stone it has an important job.” Let’s leave that leaf right there to do what it needs to do. Hearing that was enough for my kids to leave these items behind. Sticks, leaves, pinecones, a part of the lifecycle and habitat for plants and animals. Stones often used on paths or parking lots for traction and safe walking. But I recently learned about another important job stones play for trains.

Jagged stones are dumped between the tracks and ties. Without them, overtime, due to use, weather, and the weight of trains the tracks would move and warp becoming unsafe and unusable by the trains. However, the jagged stones lock together, allowing water to drain but holding the track in place. They allow for some movement but not enough to be dangerous, they prevent plants from growing, and help spread the weight of the train over more ground. These stones have a purpose and if they were smooth, they wouldn’t lock together. These stones have a purpose one that can only be accomplished together.
Dear Church, dear priesthood of all believers, we still struggle to live in community with one another, we debate about what church should be doing or how best to live out the Gospel, and we might not name our experiences as persecution there is no question neighbors may judge our choices for belonging to faith communities, for tithing, or for practicing a faith that proclaims the radical love of Jesus affirms the belovedness of all God’s sheep. In a world that says your worth is how much money you make or how much prestige your job holds, Scripture tells us we have a higher calling, that we are living stones who have purpose. Our mission is a collective one, one fulfilled in Christ centered community when working together, trusting that God will even make use of our jagged and imperfect edges.
The Good News is that none of us, no Bishop, no Pastor, or council president is in charge of the priesthood of all believers. Together we follow and are led by the one who has named and claimed you Beloved. The Good Shepherd who desires for full and abundant life for all. The one who walks ahead and beside. The Risen one who though he laid down his own life will never leave us behind. You are a living stone. You are a priest a proclaimer of Jesus light and love. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


April 26 th   2026   1 Peter 2: 1 - 10; 25   Pray   Have you ever thought about  becoming   a Priest or a Pastor?  Yes?  No? What if I  told you, you already are one? Yes, you. At least according to this letter attributed  to Peter.    First Peter is written around a generation after  Jesus’   death, to the rapidly growing  churches in Asia Minor or modern - day Turkey. The   Jesus movement i s   spreading  and the   brand - new baby churches are struggling. Challenges include figuring out  how to live in community,  wrestling with   the purpose of being church, and  suffering persecution on account of their faith. Greek and Roman Neighbors are  harassing Christians for living differently. In response to these struggles, the  author gives a hope filled message  encouraging believers then and today to be  “like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a royal  priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God though Jesus Christ.” Did  you hear, called to be a royal priesthood? T hen after quoting some Hebrew  Scriptures to  show,   he is not making this idea up out of thin air but building upon  tradition. The author says, “you are a chose n   race, a royal priesthood, God’s own  people.”  Yes, y ou are a   part of a   royal priesthood.   Now does this mean you should start presiding over weddings? Offering Pastoral  counseling? Wearing a collar? Or volunteering to be a guest preacher? Maybe not.  Training is helpful   otherwise you might end up quoting a movie when you think  your quoting scripture . Although if you feel a tug on your heart   about pastoral  ministry   let’s talk.  Now all that aside   the Lutheran  u nderstanding of   the   Priesthood of all believers means you don’t need a go between to have access to  God. You don’t need a mediator,  Priest  o r Pastor to talk to, pray, or be in the  presence of the divine.  This is why Lutherans typically practice corporate or  communal confession as opposed to individual. Our faith is not one of hierarchy or  one of rankings. God, Pastor, People. Through Christ all have connection and  relationship with God.  

